
TRAGEDY STRIKES FARM COMMUNITY 
BOY, 11, ACCIDENTALLY SHOOTS WORKER

 – SEE PAGE 2 FOR DETAILS
The inferno that swept through 

Zeldri Park — but Thaba Fire and 
Rescue and residents worked 

swiftly to stop the spread.

Flames rage dangerously close 
to Matlabas — 1,800 hectares of 
scorched earth fought back by brave 
community members and firefighters.

Thabazimbi – With the land bone-
dry and the wind unrelenting, flames 
once again swept through parts of the 
Bushveld — but thanks to the tireless 
efforts of firefighters and community 
volunteers, disaster was contained 
before it could consume everything in its 
path.
On Sunday, 13 October 2025, a fire 
erupted behind Zeldri Park on the 
Marakele Road. Thaba Fire & Rescue 
(TFR) responded immediately and, with 
the help of nearby residents, managed 
to extinguish the flames within an hour. 
No property damage was reported — a 
testament to the swift and coordinated 
action of the teams on the ground.
But the danger didn’t stop there.
The following day, 14 October 2025, a 
fierce blaze broke out near Matlabas, 
reportedly starting alongside the train 
tracks. The fire raged across roughly 
1,800 hectares of land. At one point, 
35 vehicles and their crews — many 
of them local farmers and community 
members — worked with Matlabas 
Plaaswag to contain the inferno. The 

flames were finally extinguished after 
hours of backbreaking effort, around 
20h00 on 15 October.
In the midst of the chaos, one farmer 
spotted a small turtle desperately 
trying to escape the heat. Without 
hesitation, he lifted it from danger — a 
small but powerful symbol of hope and 
compassion amid destruction.
A third fire ignited at Amandelbult late 
that same afternoon, with Thabazimbi 
and Northam responders, Amandelbult’s 
Fire Team, and Northam Platinum 
firefighters all joining forces. That 
blaze too was brought under control by 
nightfall.
“It’s been a relentless few days,” said 
Pierre Loots, director of Thaba Fire 
and Rescue. “But it’s in times like these 
that we truly see the strength of our 
community. The teamwork, the bravery, 
and the spirit of service — that’s what 
saves lives.”
Loots added that while the cause of 
some fires remains under investigation, 
the recent incidents serve as a reminder 
of how vulnerable the dry Bushveld is this 

time of year — and how critical vigilance 
and cooperation are in protecting both 
people and wildlife.

A rescued turtle, carried to safety by a caring farmer 
— a tiny survivor of a massive blaze.
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CHECK OUT THE  
LATEST DEALS INSIDE



NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION APPLICATION BY: 
THABANTSHU MINING GROUP (PTY) LTD

Notice is hereby given in terms of EIA Regulation 41(2) (c) of the Regulations, under the 
Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998)

Thabantshu Mining Group (Pty) Ltd applied for a Mining Permit for mineral Chrome 
Ore in terms of Section 27 of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act 28 
of 2002. The project will be following the Basic Assessment Report procedures in terms of 
regulation 41(3) (b) (i) of the NEMA: EIA Regulation, 2014. The project will trigger Activity 21 
of Listing Notice (LN) 1 of the EIA Regulations “Any activity including the operation of that 
activity which requires a mining permit in terms of section 27 of the Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources Development Act, as well as any other applicable activity as contained in Listing 
Notice 3 of 2014, required to exercise the mining permit.”. The applications cover farm: 
ZWARTKOP 369 KQ (Portion 8) | DMRE REF: LP 30/5/1/3/2/13030MP. 
Located in the magisterial district of Waterberg (Thabazimbi). You can be involved in the 
Public Participation Process by: - sending a fax, email or mail with your name, contact 
details and concerns/questions relating to the project. - Providing us with the names of 
additional people that can be contacted.
All correspondence be received within 30 days from receipt of these notice will be 
submitted to the Department of Mineral Resources & Energy (DMRE). All issues raised 
during the public participation process will responded to in writing to the Interested and 
Affected Parties (I&APs). I&AP include all parties concerned, who will be affected by the 
project and interested in the prospecting/exploration project. The Basic Assessment Report 
& Environmental Management Plan (EMP & BAR) and Background Information Document 
(BID) is available at the Local Municipality. This information can also be requested via email.
CORRESPONDENCE MAY BE DIRECTED TO: VM Mafanele
EMAIL: info@mafanelegeo-enviro.co.za or michaelmafanele@mafanelegeo-
enviro.co.za or mafanelevm@gmail.com or Postnet Suite 210, Private Bag x 5981, 
Polokwane North, 0750 | OFFICE: 26 Thabo Street (AL Smit Building), Polokwane, 
Limpopo | FAX: 0865 444 911 | TEL: 015 230 0795/0274 | CEL: 072 395 9511/066 389 
1021/078 174 4835 | DATE OF NOTICE: 17 October 2025

TLM MAYOR’S MESSAGE TO THE 
Class of 2025

Dear Matriculants of 2025,

As you stand on the brink of a significant milestone in your educational journey, on behalf of the 
Thabazimbi Local Municipality Council and staff, I want to take a moment to extend my heartfelt 
wishes and encouragement to each one of you as you prepare to embark on your final exams 
starting on October 21, 2025.

This is a crucial time in your lives, filled with both excitement and 
anticipation. Your hard work, dedication, and resilience have brought 
you to this point, and I have no doubt that you possess the strength 
to conquer the challenges ahead. Remember that these exams are 
not just a test of knowledge but also an opportunity to showcase 
your growth and determination. As the Mayor of Thabazimbi Local 
Municipality, I am proud of all that you have accomplished thus far. 
You are the future leaders, thinkers, and innovators of our community, 
and the skills and knowledge you gain during this time will shape not 
only your lives but also the future of our Municipality.

Believe in yourselves, support one another, and approach each 
exam with confidence. Take care of your well-being, stay focused, 
and remember that the entire municipality is rooting for you. May 
your hard work shine through, and may you achieve the results you 
deserve. Good luck to the Class of 2025.

May God bless you all,
Cllr TJ Pilane, MAYOR

Platina Drive No. 10, Thabazimbi, Limpopo, 1387, Size: 9,078 m²  
(Nine thousand and seventy-eight square metres) 

Details: • Current lease agreement in place for the property (can be 
upheld or cancelled). • Registered tower lease on a 10m x 10m section 
of the property, with annual escalation, registered against the title deed. 
Property Features: • Main Office Building: Includes boardroom, open-plan area, private offices, small kitchen, 
and separate men’s and ladies’ toilets. • Security Office with steel lockers • Ablution Block: Showers, toilets, and 
additional office/storage space • 8 x Lockup Units: Each 6.3m deep x 3.55m wide x 3.05m high • 4 x IBR Sheds: Each 
10.4m deep x 4.3m wide x 3.8m high • Large Lapa • Fenced off concrete slabs • Massive Industrial Concrete Slab 
connecting all buildings and the lapa •  Extras: • Security system • JoJo tank with pressure pump

Contact Seller:

Len Lombard | 081 389 2846

FOR SALE
PRICE REDUCED 

FROM R3,300,000 to 
R2,900,000 

(R2.9 million)

View by appointment only, 
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY

Lease income on this 
property is more than 

20 year bond repayment if 
you don’t pay any deposit.

 

WBHO/Cebekhulu JV invites individuals of Thabazimbi Local Municipality that have the skills listed below to submit 
their CVs to go onto the Project Skilled Labour Database for contract SANRAL R.516-010- 2019/1R FOR THE 
IMPROVEMENT OF NATIONAL ROAD R516 SECTION 1 FROM R516 (KM 0.00) TO TOOYSPRUIT (KM 36.67)

Applicants that have qualifications, training and or experience in the following work areas are requested to 
submit their CVs.
1. Mechanic for Small Equipment
2. Construction Hand Grades 1 to 3
3. Shutter Hand Grades 1 to 3

4. Steel Fixer Grades 1 to 3
5. Concrete Hand Grades 1 to 3
6. Welder

7. Working with Hazardous Chemicals
8. Working at heights

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
• Applicant must be a resident within the Thabazimbi Local Municipality.
• Applicant must be a holder of a valid South African Identity Document.
• Applicant must be able to pass the mandatory site fitness test if required for employment.
• Applicant must have experience in the skilled areas listed above.

All CVs must be accompanied by a valid proof of residence issued by the local Municipality, proof of work 
experience or training certification.

All interested candidates must email a detailed CV with 
supporting documents to tooyspruit@wbho.co.za
Email: tooyspruit@wbho.co.za
Subject Line: R516 Tooyspruit – “Candidate Name” – 
“Scope Mentioned Above”
See example below and take note of the subject line

Announcing the death of a family member is 
a time-honoured tradition as life should be 
celebrated and never forgotten. To help you to 
celebrate the life of your loved one and share 
details about the upcoming funeral, place an 
obituary in our newspaper, free of charge. 
You  can include the date of death, details 
about their life and surviving family members. 
You can also write a special message, a poem 
or a prayer. Please   include a photo and the 
date, time and place of the memorial service. 

If you would like to place an obituary in 
Platinum Weekly / Platinum Bushvelder, 
send the information via WhatsApp to 

072 482 6871 or email 
news@platinumweekly.co.za/ 

news@platinumbushvelder.co.za.

Placing an obituary

Tragic farm accident 
claims life of worker

SILENT WITNESSES 
URGED TO SPEAK

Northam murder under investigation

Thabazimbi – A community mourns as a young boy faces trauma and a family deals 
with unimaginable grief. Police in Thabazimbi have confirmed that an investigation 
is underway after an 11-year-old boy accidentally shot and killed a farm worker on 
Saturday morning, 11 October 2025.
According to police spokesperson colonel Malesela Ledwaba, officers arrived at the 
farm around 05:45 to find the body of a man, believed to be in his thirties, with a 
single gunshot wound to the chest. The firearm and cartridge were seized at the 
scene, and the boy’s 43-year-old father was later arrested for negligent handling 
of a firearm. He was released on R3,000 bail and the case was postponed to 12 
December 2025 for further investigation.
“This heartbreaking incident serves as a reminder that firearms must be handled 
with the utmost care and stored securely at all times,” said lieutenant general 
Thembi Hadebe, provincial commissioner of police in Limpopo.
Out of respect for the family and, most importantly, the child involved, Platinum 
Bushvelder has chosen not to publish their names. The family has requested privacy 
and did not wish to speak to the media.
A close family friend, who asked to remain anonymous, said that the child is currently 
in therapy following this tragic ordeal.
We extend our heartfelt prayers and best wishes to the child and the family as they 
navigate this painful time. We also wish to express our sincerest condolences to the 
family, friends, and colleagues of the deceased farm worker.

Northam – Police have launched an urgent murder investigation 
following the discovery of the body of an unidentified man who was 
fatally stabbed in Malema Park during the early hours of Sunday, 12 
October 2025.
According to Limpopo police spokesperson colonel Malesela Ledwaba, 
the victim, believed to be an African male approximately 28 years old, 
was found lying in a pool of blood with multiple stab wounds at around 
05:00. Emergency medical services (EMS) personnel responded 
swiftly to the scene but sadly declared the man dead upon their arrival.
The motive behind the attack remains unclear, and police are working 
to determine the events that led to the fatal stabbing.
Authorities are appealing to anyone 
who may have witnessed the incident 
or who can help identify the deceased 
or locate the suspect(s) to contact 
Crime Stop at 08600 10111 or submit 
information anonymously via the 
MySAPS App. Police investigations 
are ongoing.

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Tillie 
La Grange (76), 
oorlede op 9 
Oktober 2025. 
Haar roudiens 
vind op Vrydag 
17 Oktober 2025 
plaas om 11:00 by 
die ouetehuis te 
Thabazimbi.  

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus by 081 379 8919 
of Wilna by 074 200 
2687 – ‘n diens met 
liefde en waardigheid 
deur Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste, ken jou 
begrafnisondernemer.

TLM MAYOR’S MESSAGE TO THE 
Class of 2025

Dear Matriculants of 2025,

As you stand on the brink of a significant milestone in your educational journey, on behalf of the 
Thabazimbi Local Municipality Council and staff, I want to take a moment to extend my heartfelt 
wishes and encouragement to each one of you as you prepare to embark on your final exams 
starting on October 21, 2025.

This is a crucial time in your lives, filled with both excitement and 
anticipation. Your hard work, dedication, and resilience have brought 
you to this point, and I have no doubt that you possess the strength 
to conquer the challenges ahead. Remember that these exams are 
not just a test of knowledge but also an opportunity to showcase 
your growth and determination. As the Mayor of Thabazimbi Local 
Municipality, I am proud of all that you have accomplished thus far. 
You are the future leaders, thinkers, and innovators of our community, 
and the skills and knowledge you gain during this time will shape not 
only your lives but also the future of our Municipality.

Believe in yourselves, support one another, and approach each 
exam with confidence. Take care of your well-being, stay focused, 
and remember that the entire municipality is rooting for you. May 
your hard work shine through, and may you achieve the results you 
deserve. Good luck to the Class of 2025.

May God bless you all,
Cllr TJ Pilane, MAYOR
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Would you say YES to 
dancing in the rain?
Some say life’s best moments happen when you forget 
the rules — like splashing through puddles and laughing 
under a grey sky. Would you grab your boots and join in, 
or stay cozy and dry? Tell us — are you the “dance in the 
rain” type? 

Here’s how you can participate. Email us at  
news@platinumbushvelder.co.za or WhatsApp your 
response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response before 

12:00 on Monday, 20 October 2025.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be featured in 
our next issue. Be a part of our community’s story!
P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your opinion on our 
Facebook post about this topic. Join the conversation!

POLL

TROU IS NIE PERDEKOOP NIE
Kom geniet die sprankelende romantiese komedie Trou is nie perdekoop nie, geskryf deur David Louw en vertolk deur David 

Louw en Christel van den Bergh. Hierdie produksie beloof lag, liefde en lewenslesse wat jou laat nadink én laat glimlag. ’n 
Aand van topvermaak wag! | Venue: KUNSTEGROT @ Thabazimbi Skougronde | Kontak: Rita – 083 744 8559 | Elna – 072 

905 4618 | Kaartjies: R200 p.p. | R180 vir pensioenarisse.

Vrydag, 
17 Oktober 

2025

SmartBrain Kidz Gholfdag
SmartBrain Kidz nooi alle gholfliefhebbers en vriende uit na ’n gesellige en mededingende Gholfdag by die pragtige 

Amandelbult Gholfklub. Die dag word aangebied in die vorm van ’n Full American Scramble 4-Bal en beloof ’n heerlike 
mengsel van sport, spanwerk en ontspanning. Vir R2500 per 4-Bal (R625 per persoon) sluit die deelnamefooie ’n smaaklike 
“halfway” ete sowel as aandete in. Met tee-afslag om 09:00 en ’n warm, vriendelike atmosfeer, is dit die ideale dag om jou 

gholfswaai te geniet, nuwe mense te ontmoet en die gemeenskap te ondersteun. | Kontakbesonderhede: Mariaan – 081 026 
5342, of Tanyia – 084 409 9457. 

Saterdag, 
25 Oktober 

2025

Did you know?
Did you know that golf has literally gone 
out of this world? In 1971, astronaut 
Alan Shepard took a modified six-iron 
to the Moon during NASA’s Apollo 14 mission and hit two golf 
balls on the lunar surface. Because there’s no air resistance 
and only one-sixth of Earth’s gravity, his second swing is said 
to have travelled more than 600 yards! It remains the longest 
— and most unique — golf shot in history. Proof that no matter 
where you are, a good swing can take you far!

8 6 2 7
9 6 7 5
4 9 6

9 8 3
5 4

1 4 9 2
8 3 5
4 9 8

3 6 4 1

Therefore You are 
great, O Lord God. 
For there is none like 
You, nor is there any 
God besides You, 
according to all that 
we have heard 
with our ears.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

2 SAMUEL 7:22
SOULFOOD

PUBLIC POLL: 
THE RESULTS ARE IN!

From endless queues to unanswered calls, many South Africans feel let down by public service delivery. But what’s really to 
blame — lack of skills, weak leadership, or sheer indifference? Share your thoughts: is it a system that’s broken, or people who 

simply don’t care anymore?

Do you think public services fail because government 
employees are incompetent and simply don’t care?

HAVE YOUR SAY

“No, I believe 
government employees 
often fail because they 
aren’t given the right 
tools or equipment to 
do their jobs properly. 
With better resources 
and more job creation, 

I truly believe 
Thabazimbi could start 

moving in the right 
direction.”

Neo Meyer, 
Thabazimbi

“Yes. In some cases, 
public servants are simply 
incompetent — in others, 
they just don’t care. The 
few departments that do 
their jobs well rarely get 
the credit they deserve. 
Too often, positions go 
to friends and family 
who lack the right 

qualifications, and that’s 
where the incompetence 

begins.”

Nadia Mulder, 
Thabazimbi

NO 3% YES 97%
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RE-ADVERTISEMENT 
(COMPETITIVE BIDDING PROCESS)
(For publication on the Municipal Notice Board, Newspaper, website and e-tender)
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6 APPOINTMENT 
OF A SERVICE 
PROVIDER TO 
CONDUCT A 
COMPREHENSIVE 
LAND AUDIT FOR 
THABAZIMBI 
LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 
2025/26 FY

ITEM
Capacity and expertise of key personnel 
• Relevant Postgraduate qualification in GIS or Spatial Information Management 5 Points
• Relevant Degree in GIS or Spatial Information Management 3 Points
• Relevant National Diploma in GIS or Spatial Information Management 2 Points
• No Relevant qualification 0 Points
• Relevant Postgraduate qualification in Town/Urban and Regional Planning 5 Points
• Relevant Degree in Town/Urban and Regional Planning 3 Points
• Relevant National Diploma in Town/Urban and Regional Planning 2 Points
• No Relevant qualification 0 Points
• Registration with South African Geomatics Council (SAGC) 5 Points
• No Registration with South African Geomatics Council (SAGC) 0 Points
• Registration with South African Council of Planners (Minimum of 2 Planners) 5 Points
• No Registration with South African Council of Planners (Minimum of 2 Planners) 0 Points
• Attach relevant certificates.

20

Previous experience 
• Proven track record of experience in compiling and completing at least 7 similar projects 20 Points
• Proven track record of experience in compiling and completing 3-4 similar projects 15 Points
• Proven track record of experience in compiling and completing 1-2 similar projects 10 Points
• No track record of experience 0 Points
• Attach completion certificate or letter of reference and appointment letter from previous 

employer.

20

Methodology
• Work plan/project plan for the duration of the contract 5 Points
• No work plan/project plan for the duration of the contract 0 Points
• Demonstrate understanding of Scope of Work 5 Points
• Failure to demonstrate understanding of the Scope of Work 0 Points

10

TOTAL 50
SCORING FORMULA (80/20)
The scoring formula (80/20) will be used

Enquires: 
O. LITHOLE – 
078 928 0722
T. SIMANGO 
– 067 613 640

Procurement 
Enquires
V. Makobe – 
072 826 5897 
 

N/
A 

N/
A 
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1. All quotations will be evaluated in terms of preferential points system as prescribed in the preferential procurement policy regulation of 2022. | 
Please note: 1.(a) Section 217 of the Constitution of the Republic of Republic of South Africa requires an organ of state to contract for goods and 
services in accordance with a system which is fair, equitable, transparent, competitive, and cost effective. (b) No bid (s) will be accepted from a 
person in the service of the state. (c) No telegraphic, telefax and late bids will be accepted. (d) The lowest bid/proposal will not be accepted, and 
the Municipality reserves the right to accept where applicable a part of portion of any bid or where possible accepts bids or proposal from multiple 
bidders. (e) Municipal Supply Chain Management policy and Preferential Procurement policy Framework Act No 5 of 2000 and its regulations 
(2022) will be applied. 

2. To claim preference points for specific goals. A. locality –Where the tenderer is the owner of the property of the company, shall submit a Municipal 
rates and taxes registered in the name of the tenderer, where the tenderer is not the owner of the property of the company (A valid lease agreement 
or Affidavit from the property owner that the address used to claim points is being rented out to the tenderer) B. Youth,  Women, Locality and 
HDIs – The bidders must submit ID documents for them to be able to claim points. Bidders who fail to submit the relevant documents will not get 
20 points 
• Pay the non-refundable R 1000.00 tender fee into the municipal account:  »  Account Name: Thabazimbi Local Municipality  »  Bank Name: ABSA  

»  Account Number: 15 8000 0009  »  Branch Code: 632005  »  Reference: [Insert Tender Number or Bidder Name]
• Collect the tender document at the SCM Department upon presentation of proof of payment.
• Attach the original proof of payment (deposit slip) to the tender document upon submission.

Failure to attach the proof of payment may result in disqualification. We apologize for any inconvenience caused and appreciate your understanding.
NB: No cost to bidders who previously purchased the Bid Document and please attach previous proof of payment when submitting the New Bid 
Document; 

All completed 
Bid documents to 
be submitted at: 
Thabazimbi Local 
Municipality; Tender 
Box; 7 RIETBOK 
STREET, Thabazimbi; 
0380 

Points 
Price 80 
Specific 
Goals 

20 

 
Mr GC Letsoalo 
Municipal Manager  
 
Date: 17/10/2025

LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY

PLAASLIKE
MUNISIPALITEIT

MASEPALA
WA SELEGAE

RHINOS 
CHARGE INTO 

THE SEMIS!

Wanneer 
een deur 

sluit, open 
’n ander 

Thabazimbi – Die laaste saalopening vir die 
2025-matrieks en die eerste amptelike dag 
as leiers in hul nuwe rolle — dit was die tema 
van ŉ gedenkwaardige Maandag (13 Oktober 
2025) by Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer. Die skoolsaal 
het geskitter van energie en emosie toe almal 
saamgekom het: matriekleerlinge, onderwysers, 
leerders en ondersteuners — ŉ vol sirkel-oomblik.
Die geleentheid was nie sommer net ŉ formele 
opening nie, maar ŉ viering van oorbrugde 
uitdagings, verbindings en die aanvang van ŉ nuwe 
hoofstuk met die SR (Skoolraad) van 2025/2026 
aan die stuur.

Setaria – The Northam Platinum Rhinos 
Rugby Club proved unstoppable once 
again! Facing Harlequins in the Pick n 
Pay Golden Cup quarter-finals this past 
weekend, they stormed to victory with a 
commanding 62–21 win.
The game was called off with 17 minutes 
remaining due to a heavy thunderstorm, but 
the Rhinos’ impressive score secured their 
well-deserved spot in the 
semi-finals.
Next up: the Rhinos 
will take on the Haka 
Bulls on Saturday, 
18 October 2025, 
at Bosveld Park in 
Setaria. Kick-off is at 
17:00 — come show your 
support!
For more information, contact assistant 
coach Flip de Kock at 076 791 4659.

‘n Lekker vol skoolsaal 
— HFM se saal 
het met vol harte 
gebons tydens dié 
betekenisvolle oomblik.

SPORT | 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
@ PLATINUM BUSHVELDER
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